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By Virginia Vickers Braun 
University Relations Office 
University of Montana
MISSOULA—
Last year about $26,000 was pared from the University of Montana Mansfield 
Library expenditures in a major effort to reduce the cost of journal subscriptions.
With journal prices increasing 22 percent a year and book prices increasing 12 to 
18 percent, the library is feeling the economic squeeze. Add to that the cost of 
needed new equipment, such as closed carrels for writing and research, and replacing 
and updating microform equipment, along with urgently needed computer equipment and 
you get the picture
The library, however, is not without friends. Friends of the Library, an 
off-campus group consisting of interested citizens, has been devoted to helping 
the library since 1964. They add about $4,000 in private contributions a year.
This year, a re-activated student group, Campus Friends of the Library, is 
also trying to help by making students aware of the library's financial needs.
Mike Cieri, Livingston,the group's president, said their goal is to inform and make 
students aware of the problems that have resulted from a lengthy period of static 
budgets and continuing high inflation. Jane Copley, Helena, secretary, emphasized that 
the campus group is not trying to solicit money from students. She said that an 
increased awareness of the problems faced by the library among students may, in 
the future, lead to support of the library after graduation.
(over)
UM Library--add one
The group has distributed a fact sheet regarding the cost of library materials, 
needed equipment and staff requirements to other campus organizations.
The organization is also sponsoring a drawing for five prints of a 1978 water- 
color of Main Hall by Jim Dew and five prints of a histograph, an artistic rendering 
of important milestones in the history of the University, by Gene Burke. Registra­
tion for the drawing is being held in the library through April 20. The winners 
will be announced during National Library Week which continues through April 24.
